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  Criminal Investigation for the Professional Investigator offers specific 
investigative techniques for all categories of crime and provides guidance for 
interviewing and interrogations as well as advice on criminal defense techniques. It 
presents a concise and practical approach for the busy professionals. 
The Chinese tend to use intuitive thinking with the features of spirality, synthesis, 
subjectivity and fuzziness. The Westerners tend to use logic thinking with the features 
of linearity, analyticity, objectivity and accuracy. These differences between Chinese 
and Western modes of thought can be found in every aspect of our lives, such as 
language, custom, religion and values. Playing a basic role in daily life 
communication, language is the most essential component among them. Starting with 
the distinct ways of thinking, this project discusses the differences between Chinese 
and English by showing lots of examples chosen from the translation of the textbook 
Criminal Investigation for the Professional Investigator. 
Based on different criteria, textbooks can be classified into different categories, 
such as language-oriented textbooks, knowledge-oriented textbooks, and textbooks 
for elementary, secondary and higher education. Through the translation of this 
English textbook and comparison of the two languages, this project draws a 
conclusion that knowledge-oriented textbooks and textbooks for secondary and higher 
education have their own special requirements on the way of expression, namely 
professionalization, formalness, plainness and conciseness. 
The quality of translation to a certain extent depends on the translator’s level of 
transferring the different modes of thought. It requires the educator and the translator 
to have a further discussion on how to fully understand the different ways of thinking 
and expression so as to improve the quality of textbook translation.  
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沃伦·J·索恩(Warren J. Sonne)，1949 年生于美国纽约，高中毕业后成为
纽约市警局实习警员，负责接听报警电话。1952 年他被升职为警官，并被指派





















本文节译了其中第 3 章《命案调查》(Death Investigation)的所有章节和第 12

























































































3  Death Investigations 
Why do people die? From an investigative, nonmedical standpoint, there can be 
only four possible reasons for death: (1) natural causes (including disease), (2) 
accidental (including natural disasters), (3) suicide, and (4) homicide. There are, 
however, many causes of death. The National Center for Health Statistics of the CDC 
(Centers for Disease Control) provided the following table:  
Number of Deaths for Leading Causes of Death (United States, 2001) 
Heart disease: 700,142 
Cancer: 553,768 
Stoke: 163,538 
Chronic lower respiratory diseases: 123,013 
Accidents (unintentional injuries): 101,537 
Diabetes: 71,372 
Influenza/pneumonia: 62,034 
Alzheimer’s diseases: 53,852 
Nephritis, nephritic syndrome, and nephrosis: 39,480 
Septicemia: 32,238 
Well, it doesn’t appear the murder has made the list. However, suicide did make 
it to number 11 on CDC’s list, with a total of 30,622 cases for 2001. 
So how many homicides are there? “The U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
reports that in 2001, there were a total of 20,308 deaths from homicide in the United 
States.” 
Since 2,416,425 deaths were recorded in the United States during calendar year 















horrific events of 9/11. Unfortunately, there are no statistics that reveal where all of 
these 2 million deaths occurred. Surely many occurred in health care facilities and 
were never reported to the police, but a great number of deaths occurred outside of 
hospitals – on the streets, in homes, at businesses, and in public places. 
3.1  Death by Natural Causes 
The cause of death in the vast majority of cases will be determined by the 
deceased’s private physician or the hospital/health care physician who has treated the 
person as a patient and who will sign the death certificate. In cases that involve 
suspicious, unknown-reason, or accidental deaths, the case will usually be referred to 
the medical examiner (M.E.) or coroner for autopsy. In addition to the cause of death, 
the M.E., or coroner will also reach a conclusion regarding the mode of or reason for 
the death. As the investigator, you will have no official input into the determination of 
cause, but your investigation can have a profound impact on the determination of the 
mode or method. It is one thing for an infant to stop breathing (sudden infant death 
syndrome, SIDS) and quite another if a pillow was held over the infant’s mouth and 
nose. 
Of the cases that are referred to the coroner or M.E., as long as the autopsy can 
conclude that death was not caused by some outside influence such as trauma, drugs, 
or weapons, but rather by some sudden physiological change or a disease, then the 
cause will be noted as natural and the police investigator will have little if anything to 
do with this matter. 
When a person calls 911 to report a death or near death of an individual, a police 
officer is usually dispatched along with the ambulance. What happens next will effect 
the direction and possibly the result of any investigation that may follow. This book is 
written for the benefit of the professional investigators, be they police, private 
detectives, insurance investigators, or the like. Since it is within the domain of the 
police to investigate all deaths in public places and all suspicious deaths regardless of 
location, private and insurance investigators would do well to become acquainted with 















department’s policies with respect to death investigations. This will ensure a system of 
checks and balances that can aid in the proper investigation of death cases. 
3.2  Accidental Deaths 
Aside from physical illness and disease, accidents account for more deaths than 
any other cause. As we know from the CDC’s statistics for 2001, deaths due to 
accidental injuries numbered 101,537. By far, the leading cause of accidental deaths 
occurred during transportation-related accidents (47,288). Police departments will 
conduct investigations of all fatal motor vehicle accidents to ensure that no criminality 
was involved. These types of accident investigations or reconstructions are conducted 
by police officers or investigators who have usually received specialized training. The 
results of their investigations are usually provided to the local prosecutor or district 
attorney, who will ultimately decide whether or not to prosecute. Police and other 
agencies, such as the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) and the Federal 
Aviation Administration (FAA) will investigate accidents involving trains and 
airplanes. Overwhelmingly, these types of investigations result in civil rather than 
criminal prosecutions. 
Other types of accidental deaths can be caused by falls, becoming caught 
between or struck by objects and machinery, drowning, accidental firearms discharge, 
animal bites, insect bites, electrocutions, fires, and dozens of additional causes. While 
some of these deaths will obviously be accidental, good police procedures should not 
be ignored. 
As the police investigator, you will usually not be the first officer at a death 
scene. As already stated, a uniformed officer will generally be dispatched to a death 
scene under several possible scenarios: (1) a 911 caller indicates there has been a 
homicide, (2) an accident, (3) a suicide, (4) unknown cause of death. The officer 
responding to this dispatch should understand that his or her responsibilities at 
homicide scenes include the protection of life, the apprehension of perpetrators, the 
detention of suspects and witnesses, and the preservation of the crime scene, usually 















how often will the responding officer practice these responsibilities? Hopefully every 
time he or she responds to a death scene. By treating every death as suspicious, there 
will be less room for error. 
At the New York Police Department, a complaint report was prepared for every 
reported death of an individual of which the department was made aware. This 
included deaths in public places, residences, businesses, etc. This complaint report 
was classified as an “Investigation of a DOA [dead on arrival]” and was referred to 
the corresponding police precinct’s detective unit for investigation. Most every police 
department will have a similar procedure to ensure that deaths that are not witnessed 
or attested to by doctors as having occurred by natural causes are investigated. 
In many cases, these “investigate DOA” assignments are treated as a formality. 
For example, an individual walking down the street who grabs his/ her chest while 
falling to the ground will usually be transported to the hospital as soon as the 
ambulance arrives. The first officer on the scene may have arrived before the 
ambulance, in which case he /she may have provided cardiopulmonary resuscitation 
(CPR), or the officer may have arrived after the ambulance has left for the hospital 
with the patient. Either way, the police officer should end up at the hospital and obtain 
the pertinent information regarding the identity of the victim, the treating physician, 
time of death, and notification of next of kin. The detective may not learn about this 
type of death for many hours or perhaps even the next day. The detective investigation 
should include the review of the complaint report, the interview of the reporting 
officer, identification of the victim if not already done by the reporting officer and 
notification to next of kin if not already done. If nothing suspicious appears during 
this initial investigation, the investigator will more than likely wait for the autopsy 
results from the medical examiner or coroner before continuing or closing the 
investigation. 
During these “routine” cases, the first officer will generally not be concerned 
with safeguarding the scene. He should have taken the names of any witnesses or of 
the 911 caller if that person is still present. But other than the personal belongings of 















a later date the medical examiner provides information that classifies the death as 
suspicious or a homicide, for example, an unseen wound, or toxicology report that 
indicates poisoning, then the detective will begin the investigation without the benefit 
of a secure primary crime scene. 
On the other hand, every suspicious or suicide death scene should be treated as a 
homicide scene until it is determined to be otherwise. These scenes are as varied as 
one can imagine. For example, the death scene may be at a train station, where the 
body is located on the tracks beneath a train that was pulling into or out of the station. 
3.3  Suicides 
An investigator will generally encounter four types of death scenes, and he/she 
must be able to reach an informed conclusion within a reasonable amount of time. 
Was this death natural? accidental? suicidal? homicidal? As a general rule, at apparent 
suicides the scene must be secured, the safety of all persons who are present must be a 
primary consideration, evidence must be safeguarded, witnesses must be identified 
and detained, and suspects must be detained or arrested where probable cause exists. 
While these things are within the domain of the first officers and their supervisors, the 
detective must be aware of them and ensure that they have been done. In addition to 
forensic or crime scene investigators, there may be a need for other specialized units 
trained in emergency rescue procedures or railroad personnel who can ensure that the 
power has been turned off. Unless there are credible witnesses who will verify that the 
victim jumped to death rather than being pushed, this should be treated as a homicide 
crime scene. 
Other suicide death scenes can include gunshots, hangings, drowning, jumping 
from high places, carbon monoxide in vehicles or homes, knife/razor wounds, 
poisoning, explosive devices/ fireworks, and death by police (yes, it is not uncommon 
for individuals to force police officers to kill them).  
As in any other situation, the protection of life should be the primary concern and 
is the only permissible reason to alter the scene when confronted by an apparent 















action, be it removing the victim from a bathtub filled with water to administer CPR 
or stopping the bleeding at a wrist slashing. If this means altering evidence, so be it. 
But the officer can minimize the destruction or alteration of evidence in many ways. 
For example, if a hanging victim must be cut down, the location of the cut should be 
away from the knot if possible; subsequently the material should be collected as 
evidence, with documentation by the officer of when, how, and exactly where he cut 
it. 
In his book Practical Homicide Investigation: Tactics, Procedures, and Forensic 
Techniques, Vernon J. Geberth discusses the first officer’s obligation to “the 
protection of life”: “However, under ordinary circumstances, wherever there is any 
doubt as to death, the officer should presume that there is life and proceed accordingly. 
First officers should, therefore, be aware of the signs of death”. Geberth goes on to list 
and describe the following physiological indicators that police officers can observe to 
determine if a person is alive or dead: “Breath stoppage, cessation of pulse, and eye 
reflexes” as well as the obvious signs of death, such as “rigor mortis, lividity, and 
putrefaction”. 
As the investigator, you should be aware of all changes that have occurred at the 
suicide scene and who caused them. Upon your arrival at a possible suicide scene you 
should thoroughly interview the first officer(s), to determine what the scene appeared 
like on their arrival, what was told to them by persons who were present, what actions 
they took, and the changes that have occurred. If any “suicide notes” were left, they 
should be treated as physical evidence and secured without excessive handling. You 
should determine the identities of all the persons who handled the note, in the event 
that it becomes necessary to obtain comparison prints for any latent prints that may be 
found on it. This note should also be considered a questioned document that may 
require future handwriting analysis. 
As with any other crime scene, you should take extensive notes of your 
observations, including what you smell. Take photographs of the body in general and 
of the area surrounding any wounds or marks in particular, of the general area of the 
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